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ABSTRACT 


Andreaea nitida Hook. f. & Wils., previously known from South America, Tristan da Cunha 
S. E. Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, Auckland Islands and New Guinea is recorded from 
mountain habitats in the south western Cape Province. 


UITTREKSEL 


ANDREAEA NITIDA HOOK. f. & WILS., ’°N NUWE VINDPLEK VIR ’N MOS IN DIE 
SUIDELIKE HALFROND VAN AFRIKA 


Andreaea nitida Hook. f. & Wils., voorheen bekend van Suid-Amerika, Tristan da Cunha, 
S. O. Australië, Tasmanië, Nieu-Seeland, Auckland Eilande en Nieu-Guinee, is ook in berg 
habitatte in die Suidwes-Kaapprovinsie gevind. 


Sim (1926) in his “Bryophyta of South Africa” recorded only two species 
of the dark coloured montane moss genus Andreaea from South Africa. Of 
these two, the one “‘costate” species, i.e. with a median longitudinal nerve in 
the leaf, was A. subulata Harv., the type locality of which is Table Mountain 
on the Cape Peninsula. More recently, the present author (Schelpe 1969) 
pointed out the existence in South Africa of another “‘costate’’ species of 
Andreaea similar to the temperate South American A. subenervis Hook. f. 
& Wils. and to the New Zealand A. nitida Hook. f. & Wils. On the strength of 
Sainsbury’s (1955) description and comments, the present author had ascribed 
some of the South African material to A. nitida, but on the publication of 
Schultze-Motel’s (1970) monograph of the costate species of Andreaea, it 
became clear that the name A. nitida (syn. A. subenervis) was applicable to 
specimens from the mountains of the south western Cape Province enumerated 
as follows: 

CAPE PROVINCE—Cape Peninsula: Table Mountain, Silverstream 
Ravine, on flat rock wet from dripping water, 3 000 ft., 11.xii.1955, E. Ester- 
huysen 25110 (BOL). Ceres: Hex R. Mountains, Roodeberg, rock surface with 
water trickling over, S. E. aspect, 6 500 ft., 27.xii.1952, E. Esterhuysen 20964 
(BOL). Clanwilliam: Koue Bokkeveld Mountains, Hexberg, on rock in dry 
rocky watercourse below summit plateau, 5 000 ft., 24.11.1951, E. Esterhuysen 
18475 (BOL). Ladismith: Swartberg, Toverkop, rock face, seasonal water- 
course on cliffs, E. side, 6 500 ft., 16.xii.1956, E. Esterhuysen 26823 (BOL). 
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Tulbagh: Great Winterhoek, rock face on small falls in seasonal watercourse 
dry in summer, S. aspect, 5 000 ft., 27.1.1957, E. Esterhuysen 27044 (BOL). 

Consequently, these South African records fill a hitherto apparent gap in 
the Southern Hemisphere distribution of A. nitida given by Schultze-Motel 
(1970) ranging through South America from Colombia through Ecuador to 
Bolivia, to Tristan da Cunha, south eastern Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, 
Auckland Islands and north eastern New Guinea. 

Among the costate species of Andreaea in South Africa, A. nitida is dis- 
tinguished by its ovate leaves with a rather broad indistinct nerve, from A. 
subulata which has subulate, nerved leaves from a broader base. Although 
only recorded by Sim (1926) from Table Mountain, A. subulata is now known 
to occur on a number of the south western Cape mountain ranges (Cedarberg, 
Great Winterhoek, Matroosberg, Villiershoek, Wemmershoek, Du Toits Kloof, 
Hottentots Holland and Swartberg), as well as having a wide Southern Hemi- 
sphere distribution as indicated by Schultze-Motel (1970) from South America 
(Colombia to Tierra del Fuego), Falkland Islands, Africa (S. W. Cape moun- 
tains and Ruwenzori), Madagascar, Borneo (Mt. Kinabalu), S. E. Australia, 
Tasmania, New Zealand and its subantarctic islands. 
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